
NGC Grades Government Sealed "Brown" Ikes 

By popular demand, NGC is now grading silver-clad proof Eisenhower 
Dollars that are still sealed in their original U.S. Mint rigid holders. This 
program includes the silver-clad dollars of 1971-74, coined as proofs 
by the San Francisco Mint - popularly known as "Brown Box" Ikes for 
the simulated wood cardboard boxes in which they were delivered by 
the Mint. 
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By popular demand, NGC is now grading silver-clad proof Eisenhower Dollars that 
are still sealed in their original U.S. Mint rigid holders. This program includes the 
silver-clad dollars of 1971-74, coined as proofs by the San Francisco Mint- 
popularly known as "Brown Box" Ikes for the simulated wood cardboard boxes in 
which they were delivered by the Mint. 

By popular demand, NGC is now grading silver-clad proof Eisenhower Dollars that 
are still sealed in their original U.S. Mint rigid holders. This program includes the 
silver-clad dollars of 1971-74, coined as proofs by the San Francisco Mint - 
popularly known as "Brown Box" Ikes for the simulated wood cardboard boxes in 
which they were delivered by the Mint. 

As the rigid plastic holders for this series of coins have the same properties and 
dimensions as the GSA-issued silver dollars already being graded by NGC, it was 
a natural extension to include the popular brown box Ikes. 

Legislation passed at the end of 1970 authorized the coining of dollar coins for 
circulation for the first time since 1935. The new coin honored five-star Army 
General and U.S. President Dwight David Eisenhower on its obverse, while the 
reverse commemorated mankind’s first visit to the moon in July of 1969, 
displaying the logo of Apollo XI. Both sides were the work of U.S. Mint Chief 
Engraver Frank Gasparro. 

Circulating dollars were issued in November, 1971 and were minted in the same 
copper-nickel-clad composition used for the dime and quarter since 1965. Also 
included in this legislation was a non-circulating, silver-clad version of the 
Eisenhower Dollar for sale to collectors. Like the half dollars of 1965-70, these 
coins were made from a three-layered strip. The two outer layers were composed 



of .800 silver and .200 copper, bonded to a center strip of .209 silver and .791 
copper, for a net silver content of .400 fine. 

Both uncirculated and proof editions of the silver-clad dollar were coined by the 
San Francisco Mint from 1971 through 1974, when the program was interrupted 
by the special bicentennial coinage. The uncirculated dollars were sold for $3 
apiece and packaged in a transparent pliofilm envelope that was then inserted 
into a navy blue outer envelope. The silver-clad proof dollars were sold to 
collectors encased in a transparent, rigid plastic holder. This fit into a red flocked 
bed that was held by a cardboard box with simulated woodgrain finish. An outer 
sleeve made of the same cardboard and displaying a gold, blindstamped seal was 
slipped over the inner box to complete the presentation. Priced at $10, a portion of 
the proceeds were directed to Eisenhower College, an institution that later ceased 
operation. 

Following the nation’s bicentennial, when the silver-clad dollar was offered only in 
three-piece sets that included the quarter and half dollars, the coining of silver- 
clad dollars was discontinued. The Eisenhower Dollar went out of production 
altogether after 1978, which left only four dates of "brown box" Ikes for collectors. 
In recent years these have become very popular, particularly when found in their 
original U.S. Mint packaging. 

Due to this popularity, NGC will now grade proof, silver-clad Ike Dollars still in their 
rigid, plastic holders. A tamper-evident label bearing the coin’s date, mint, grade 
and identification number will be wrapped around the mint holder as shown in the 
attached illustration. Another seal will be placed across the top of the holder as a 
further safeguard against tampering. Because NGC does not seal these coins 
itself, however, the grades assigned are offered simply as a service to collectors 
and dealers, and no grading guarantee will apply. 

Brown Ikes may be submitted to NGC under any of its applicable tiers, including 
the low-cost Modern Tier. The usual fees and minimum quantities will apply, and 
these coins must be submitted on invoices separate from other submissions. 
Those interested in making bulk submissions should call NGC for rates and 
instructions. Since NGC cannot return the outer packaging, such as the red liner 
and brown box, submitters should send NGC only the rigid plastic holders 
containing the coins. 
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The 1937-S Washington Quarter 
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This first installment will take a look at a unique entry within the long-running 
Washington quarters series. 

This first installment will take a look at a unique entry within the 
long-running Washington quarters series. 

Intended as a one-year-only circulating commemorative to mark 
the 1932 bicentennial of George Washington's birth, this coin type 
was continued once regular coinage resumed two years later. The 
Standing Liberty quarter had been plagued by die erosion problems that resulted 
in poor strikes and less-than-optimal die life. This fact, combined with the 
popularity of Washington as an American icon, prompted the Treasury 
Department to retire the Standing Liberty quarter before its statutory 25-year 
production had been achieved. 

Ironically, the Washington quarter presented a number of its own technical 
challenges to the U.S. Mint. These problems in die relief and sharpness were 
addressed through a series of modified obverse and reverse hubs employed 
during 1934 and 1935. By 1936 it seemed that these obstacles were overcome, 
and the 1936 and later silver Washington quarters show fairly sharp impressions 
when struck from fresh working dies. 

As proof of this technical achievement, the quarters dated 1937 typically are quite 
attractive when uncirculated. The Philadelphia and Denver Mints produced fairly 
substantial numbers of quarter dollars that year, making these issues common in 
both worn and mint state condition. The mint at San Francisco, however, struck 
just 1,652,000 pieces in 1937, one of the lowest mintages in the series. While 
there were enough collectors at the time saving uncirculated rolls that this issue 
will never be rare in mint state, finding an example in general circulation was 
tough from the outset, and even well -worn pieces are worth a premium over their 
silver value. 






Aside from its scarcity, there is something else that sets the 1937-S quarter dollar 
apart from every other issue in this long-running series. For reasons now 
forgotten, the obverse rim of the 1937-S quarter was raised above the normal 
level. You say you've never noticed this? Well, don't feel bad, as it isn't really 
noticeable on uncirculated coins. Since most collectors of the Washington series 
don't bother with worn examples, it's easy to overlook this phenomenon. Still, the 
obverse rim of 1937-S quarters is clearly higher than on other dates, a fact that 
becomes quite apparent when examining heavily worn coins. 

On all Washington quarters, the reverse typically wears more rapidly than the 
obverse. The inadequacy of the reverse rim in protecting this side from wear is a 
hallmark of the series. But on the 1937-S quarters this discrepancy is almost 
ludicrous. The typical coin of this date grading Good on its reverse will grade 
anywhere from Very Good to Fine on its obverse. One grading as low as About 
Good on its reverse will still show a complete obverse rim. 

I became aware of this curious situation decades ago while collecting these coins 
from circulation, though I didn't know how to account for it at the time. A better 
understanding of the minting process has permitted me to conclude that this 
unique situation was the result of deliberate action at the mint. But which mint 
remains uncertain. Was the obverse rim strengthened at Philadelphia, where the 
dies are prepared, or at San Francisco, where these particular working dies were 
used? It's doubtful that an entirely new master die was prepared just for the 'S' 
Mint quarters, so this work was likely performed on the individual working dies. 
The small mintage of 1937-S quarters could have been achieved with as few as 
seven or eight obverse dies, though the actual number used is unknown. 

Several questions remain: Why was this action taken only for dies sent to the San 
Francisco Mint? Was this the experimental group, while the Philadelphia and 
Denver Mint coins remained as a control group? Did this possible mint experiment 
account for the unusually small mintage of 1937-S quarters? Without any 
documentation, we'll never know. 

David W. Lange's column USA Coin Album appears monthly in The Numismatist, 
the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Would You Like to be a Guest 
Writer for the NGC E- 
Newsletter? 

Posted on 6/1/2003 

NGC seeks to publish informative, well written, forward thinking articles and ideas 
about numismatics. 

We invite both dealers and collectors to submit articles about their specific 
collecting interests or general opinions on current topics in the hobby. Selected 
articles will be used in future editions of the NGC monthly E-Newsletter and/or the 
NGC Web site. 

Writer's Guidelines 

Topics: Any subject pertaining to coins or coin collecting. 

Format: Articles should not exceed 1,500 words in length. Please provide your 
contact information including your full name, address, e-mail address, and 
daytime phone number. Also provide a brief biography including your area of 
collecting interest and occupation. 

Editing: NGC reserves the right to edit or disapprove any article. If accepted, 
articles will be edited for content, clarity, style, and format. NGC will not print any 
article that cannot be verified. 

Please send your submission via e-mail to dskeffington@ngccoin.com 
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